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1 have over 30 years experience in the regulation of the

telecommunications industrv in South Carolina

3 Q. %HAT IS THE PURPOSE OF YOUR TFSTIMONY IV THIS

4 PROCEEDING?

The purpose of my testimony is to set forth ORS staff findings relative to

6 its revievv Budget Prepay. inc. 's ("Budget" or "Company" ) application for

7 Eligible Telecommunications Carrier ("ETC") designation vvithin the State of

8 South Carolina.

9 Q. ARE THE FINDINGS OF YOUR REVIEW CONTAINED IV THIS

10 TESTIMONY?

11 A. Yes, my testimony provides ORS's findings and recommendations.

12 Q. PLEASE EXPLAIN HOW YOU COMPILED INFORMATION FOR YOUR

13 TESTIMONY.

15

1 compared the information provided by Budget's application and direct

testimony vvith the requirements contained in the Commission's regulations 103-

16 690, vvhich set out the requirements for ETC designation. These Commission

17 regulations became effective on May 23, 2008. Additionally. I revievved the

18 hlings and records maintained in the offices of ORS.

19 Q. PLEASE PROVIDE AN OVERVIEW OF YOUR REVIEW OF THE

o0 APPLICATION OF BLDGET FOR ETC DESIGNATION.

The application of Budget vvas filed vvith the Commission on July 8, 2009.

ORS's revievv of this application identified that Budget is seeking ETC
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I desi nation in South C.'arolina in the are;is seri cd by B«IISouth

'I'elecommunications, Inc. d b a A IPT South Carolina. ivhich is classified as a

non-rural carrier. Budget is currently prox iding services tluough a combination of

resold servic«s and l«used L'NEs. Also, Budget is currently oflering I.ifblinc

credits to cligiblc South Carolina consumers throu&rh its resale agrccincnt ivith

BcllSouth I clecommunications. Additionally. Budget is seeking E I(' solely for

7 thc purpose (tf obtainin direct 1:cderal 4:niversaf Service loii income support so

that it can proiidc Lifeline and Link I!p cr«dits to all its cligrible consumers in

9 South C'arolina.

10 Q. IS RI!DC FT REQEKSTIN(' FTC'. DESIGNATION FOR 'I'HF. PI'RPOSF

ll Ol RECEI YIV(; FF.DF.RAI. HICH COS I I VI YF.RSAI. SFRYICF. FI:VD

SIIPPORT".

I:t A. No. Accordin& to its application, Budget is not seeking hi h cost support

14 t'rom the tbdcral universal service t'und.

I: Q. DOFS 'I IIF. APPI, ICATION I'ILFD llY BL'D(:FT COIIPLY 'O'ITH THF,

COM'(tIISSION Rl'.('(ILATIOVS FOR FTC DESI('NATION".

17 Ycs. OI(S conducted a thorough rciiciv of Bud «t's I'. I
C" application and

I II the C'omniission requirements outlined in S.C'. C od» of Rcgrulations 10(-C)90

19 ivhich gni crn the d«signation of E'lcCs.

0 Q. HAS 81.'D(."FT DF!11ONSTRATED ITS INTFNT TO CO't(IPI. Y O'ITH

TIIE (."OM ail IS SIOV RE('I I LATORY RFQII IRK%EN'I'S'!
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1 A. Yes. A rcvicvv of ORS records reflects that 13udget is in compliance

with Conmtission regulations and filing requirements.

3 Q. DOKS ORS RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF IIUD('ET PRKPAY'S

4 API'LI("ATIOV FOR FTC DESI( NATION?

Ycs. ORS supports 13udget's request tor I=.TC designation in South

6 Carolina. Thc approval tvill expand the availability of Link up and l.ifeline

7 programs to eligible consumers. 13udgct has demonstrated its intent to operate in

accordance vvith th&: FCC's and thc Commission's regulations governing FTCs

and other applicablc Commission rules and regulation governing telephone

10 utilities operating within South Carolina.

11 Q. DOES 'I'HIS CON('LI! DF. YOUR DIRECT TESTIMONY".

Yes.
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